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I. Basis of the report 



| 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ [ the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages _ 1-21 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-9 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

f filed with the demand 
J filed with the letter of 12 February 2004 (12.02.2004) 



the drawings: 



1-15 



_ _ , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



_ , filed with the letter of 



U the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority m the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. . 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language _ wmcn is; 

| the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

H] the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

^) the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| contained in the international application in written form. 
| filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

J furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

~| furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 
^] The statement that the subsequently rurnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

) | the description, pages 

[ _j the claims, Nos. 

[ ] the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to tftis report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
. and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 890754 Al (THK Co . , Ltd.), 13 January 1999 
Document 2: EP 1083347 A2 (THK Co. , Ltd.), 14 March 2001 
Document 3: JP 7-166419 A (Toray Industries, Inc.), 27 
June 1995 

Document 4: EP 381281 A2 (Stamicarbon B.V.), 8 August 1990 
Document 5: US 6242095 Bl (Akzo Nobel N.V.), 5 June 2001 
Document 6: JP 5-148707 A (Toray Industries, Inc.), 15 
June 1993 

The inventions set forth in claims 1 to 7 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 
2 and documents 3 to 6 cited in the international search 
report . 

Documents 1 and 2 set forth a belt for a ball chain 
having a feature wherein a fibrous material is 
incorporated in the edge part parallel with the 
longitudinal direction of a tape-shaped molding. In 
addition, document 1, as its manufacturing method, sets 
forth an insert -molding method wherein resin is injected 
into a mold with a fibrous material positioned inside to 
give substance to the molding. Documents 3 to 6 indicate 
that stretched thermoplastic resin is used as the belt 
reinforcing fibers, and that it is preferable that said 
reinforcing fibers should exhibit good adhesive properties 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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with the embedded flexible material, therefore it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive of 
employing appropriate known thermoplastic resin fibers 
exhibiting good adhesive properties with the matrix 
material from which a belt is made, as a fibrous material 
in the belt set forth in documents 1 and 2. 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
conceive of the feature wherein a resin of the same family 
as the main body of the belt is employed as the material 
of the fibers, through the material selection carried out 
by a person -skilled in the art as a matter of course in 
the light of the suggestion of adhesiveness in documents 3 
to 6, and this feature cannot be considered to offer any 
surprising effect, and would therefore be within the scope 
of the normal creative skill of a person skilled in the 
art . 

In addition, the feature wherein a monofilament 
serves as the fiber, as suggested in document 6, would be 
something that could conceivably be investigated by a 
person skilled in the art using normal creative skill- In 
addition, the second written reply submitted on 12 
February 2004 mentions the employment of monofilament 
having the effect of reducing the vermicular movement, 
thereby contributing to increased belt life, but this is 
not supported by experimental results, and is in the first 
place an effect which was not disclosed in the original 
description of this application. Therefore the explanation 
in said second response cannot be taken into account when 
assessing the inventive step of the invention. - 

Moreover, the effect of weld- line reinforcement is 
an effect which could be expected by a person skilled in 
the art . 

The invention set forth in claims 8 and 9 does not 
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involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 
2 and documents 3 to 6 cited in the international search 
report . 

Document 1 (column 9, line 50 to column 10, line 36; 
fig. 11) sets forth a technique wherein when insert 
injection molding a belt for a ball chain, molding balls 
with a size slightly larger than the ball to be held are 
positioned in the belt, and the molding balls are removed 
after injection molding. 
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